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The GPhC and Fitness to Practise 

 

Wednesday 20
th

 May 2015 10.00 - 3.30 

Hempsons, 40 Villiers Street, London WC2N 6NJ   

 

Aim 

To explore the background to and processes by which the General Pharmaceutical 

Council (GPhC) responds to Fitness to Practise complaints, with particular emphasis 

on those cases which result in a hearing.  

 

Objectives 

 

This study day aims to:- 

 

• Highlight how the GPhC deals with complaints received by them against 

Pharmacists and Pharmacy Technicians 

• Consider how case law influences the Hearings Process 

• Consider how cases are prosecuted and defended 

• Consider how well the outcomes of cases comply with the GPhC's own 

guidance 

 

 

Background 

It is now approaching five years since the GPhC commenced its disciplinary role 

through Fitness to Practise procedures. In its first few years, it has struggled to take 

over the disciplinary backlog from its predecessor, the Royal Pharmaceutical Society 

of Great Britain, but the GPhC now has several years experience in implementing its 

"own" legislation under the Pharmacy Act 2010 and relevant Rules. The time is right 

to explore how well a number of innovations are working - such as the use of Interim 

Orders, case management and the role of case workers and managers, power to 

issue guidance to non-registrants - as well as achieving greater understanding of the 

reasons behind lengthy time scales to complete cases, the level of information or 

evidence that needs to be established before a case is mounted and how account is 

taken of the respective roles of owner, superintendent and front-line pharmacist, 

particularly in community pharmacy.   

Concern is often expressed in the pharmacy press about perceived inconsistencies in 

the sanctions applied to offences which seem to be similar. This seminar will also 

examine research into how the Indicative Sanctions Guidance of the GPhC has been 

applied in the past and there will be an opportunity to note the changes envisaged in 

the recent consultation on amended guidance.  

 

   

The Annual General Meeting of PLEA will also be held at this meeting 

Thanks are due to Hempsons for the facilities to hold this meeting of PLEA 
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The GPhC and Fitness to Practise 
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 May 2015 10.00 - 3.30 

Hempsons, 40 Villiers Street, London WC2N 6NJ   
 

Programme 

 

Timing Topic Speaker 

10.00 - 10.20 Tea and Coffee for arrivals  

10.20 - 10.30 Introduction 
Elizabeth Filkin, CBE 

chairing 

10.30 - 11.00 A general picture 
Christopher Alder 

GPhC 

11.00- 11.30 Prosecuting Fitness to Practise Cases 
Nimi Bruce 

Barrister 

11.30 – 12.00 
Defending Registrants at Fitness to Practise 

Hearings 

Kevin McCartney 

Barrister 

12.00 - 12.30 Discussion and questions All 

12.30 - 12.45 Summing up Chairman 

 

12.45 –2.15 

 

Lunch, followed by AGM for PLEA members 
Joy Wingfield in the 

chair 

2.15  - 3.00 
How the RPS deals with 

members sanctioned by the GPhC 

Ian Simpson MBE 

and Charles Veal  

3.00 - 3.15 Discussion and questions All 

3.15 - 3.45 
A 1-year retrospective study of GPhC 

fitness to practise hearings 
Cathal Gallagher 

3.45 - 4.00 Summing up Chairman 

 

 

Elizabeth Filkin, CBE - Chair of GPhC Appointments Committee 

Christopher Alder, Head of Professional Regulation, GPhC 

Nimi Bruce, Barrister, Capsticks Solicitors LLP 

Kevin McCartney, Barrister, 5 Paper Buildings 

Ian Simpson MBE, Chair: Royal Pharmaceutical Society Membership Committee  

Charles Veal, Head of Membership at Royal Pharmaceutical Society 

Cathal Gallagher, University of Hertfordshire 

 


